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SERMON 


ROMANS vn. 3. 


-——— God ſending his own Son,inthe 


likeneſs of f# 2nful fleſh, aud for fin condem- 


ned ſminthe fleſh. 
0 memorate the Incarnation of our Ble(- 
ſed Lord : What can be more proper 
to entertain our Devotion, than the con- 
templation of the great end, for which he 
was Incarnate ? - Which however grolly 
miſtaken, by thoſe who are reſolved, not 
to underſtand it ; ; is plainly enough EX- 


preſſed 


1 Ince the Deſign of this Solemn Afem- 
bly, is with all Thankfulneſs to com- 


(2) 
preſſed in the words now read; To be 
the ſetting us free from the Bondage of 
Sin, and the making us partakers of his 
Holineſs. - A matter of ſuch Grand Impos- 
tance, in the Judgment of the only wiſe 
God, ,chathe.thoughr it worth the ſending bis 
own/Son into the world, after he' had at- 
tempted it by other means without ſucceſs. 
For what the Law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the fleſh; When mens fleſhly 
Luſts were ſo ſtrong and impetuous, that 
the Law of it ſelf, was unable to ſubdue 
them, and to advance Mankind to that re- 
al inward Purity, of which all the outward 
Purifications preſcribed by the Law were 
but ſhadows ; as a more powerful efficaci- 
ous means, in order to this great end, God 
out of his infinite Compaſſion to loſt man, 
ſent his own Son in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, 8&c. 
As preparatory to the enſuing Diſcourſe, 
"tis needful only to acquaint you ; That by 
the words, me? duegrias, (tranſlated for ſin) 1s 
meant a Sacrifice for ſin: That being the No- 
tion moſt agreeable to theScope of theText; 
and that in which they are frequently uſed, 
both by the Septuagint, and our Apoſtle. 
That 
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That to: condemn ſin, is not barely to paſs 
Sentence againſt it ; but to puniſh and to 
deſtroy it. That God is ſaid to condemn ſin 
m the feſb, by ſending his own Son im the likeneſs 
of ſinful fleſh to be a ſacrifice fo it ; Becauſe 
_ he moſt dreadfully punithed ir, in the fleſh 
of his Son; and hath thereby taken the 
moſt effetual courſe, to deſtroy it in our 
fleſh : as heis ſaidin Holy Scripture to do 
thoſe things, for the effecting of which, he 
contributes ſufficient means : ſo that nothing 
is wanting on his part, for the doing of 
them. 

Which being Premiſed, the words are na* 
rurally reſolved into thele five Propoſitions. 


I. That God fent his own Son into the world. 
\ II. That God ſent his own Son into the world 
fleſh. G 


IH. That be ſent him into the World, in the 
likeneſs of ſinful fleſh. 

IV. That be ſent him in the likeneſs of ſinful 
fleſh, to be a ſacrifice for Sin. 

V. That God by ſending his own Son into 
the World, im the likeneſs ", finful fleſh, to be a 
Sacrifice for Sin ; bath taken the moſt effetual 
courſe for the Deſtroying of Sm im us. 

A 2 I. God 


Matt. i. 17» 
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I... God ſent bis Son. Not his Son by 
Creation, as Adam; nor by Adoption, as 
all good men are : Not his Son, only as 
inveſted with ſome part of his Authority, 
and commiltionated by him. to ſome emis 
nent Office, -as all Princes are : Bur his 
Own Son (as he is here emphatically call'd) 
the Son of his own Nature, begotten by 
him before all Worlds, who is very: God 
of very God, of one ſubſtance with the 
Father himſelf. And therefore his only be- 
gotten Son too; ſuch as no other perſon in 
the World, is, ever was, or ſhall be. 

And in proportion to the peculiar, and 
tranſcendent Excellency of his Sonſhip, was 
his Father's Love towards him;for being his 
only begotten, he was above all others his 
beloved Son ; as he himſelf ceſtifhed, by an 
expreſs voice from Heaven, ſaying ; this is 
my beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed. 

And the greater God's Love was to 
Him, ſo much the more was it expreſled to 
Us, to whom alone he fent him. For he 
ſent him not co the Apoſtate Angels, to 
expiate their fins, and to avert the ſtroak of 
his vengeance from them ; bu leaving them 
under 
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under an irreverſible Doom, to be reſery'd 


to Chains of Darkneſs at the judgment of Jude ». 5. 


the Great Day ; He ſent him to us Men, who 
are by Nature inferiour to the Angels, and 
were become confederate with thera in 
their Rebellion againſt him ; who were not 
only wichout Strength, torefiſt his Juſtice ; 
but too obſtinate to implore his Mercy. 
This is intimated in the Text;For in that 
God ſent him, in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, 
tis alſo implyed that he ſent him to ſinful 


fleſh : To the Sons of Men, who had all ſm- gon, ii. 24, 


ned, and were fallen ſhort of the Glory of God. 
And is plainly expreſled inother Scriptures, 


in which we are told ; That God ſent his r John ii. 9, 


Son to be a propitiation for our fins. That in this © 
was manifeſt the Love of God toward Us, that 
God. ſent his only begotten Son, that We might 
live through bim. His Love was indeed ma- 
nifeſt toward Us, his Severity toward the 
- Angels; in that while he left them to fall 
a Sacrifice to his Juſtice, he ſent his belov- 
ed Son, ro be Himlelf a Sacrifice in Our 


rYoOCm, 
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Il. 


John 1. 14 
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[I. But becauſe the only Son of God, as 
he is born of God, is infinitely exalted, 
above the reach of Suffering, and by con» 
ſequence of Dying 3 That therefore he 
might be qualifed to become a Sacrifice for 
us; God ſent him mto the World in fleſh ; 
(which is the ſecond Propoſition) Not in 
the Likeneſs, (as ſome ancient Hereticks 
phancied) but in the Truth and Reality ef 
fleſh. 

The Word was made fleſh ( ſays St. Jobn ; ) 
Tho' begotten of the Father,and not made ; 
that he might become Sin for us, he was 
made fleſh. He that from the Beginnin 
was in the World in the Form of God. 
in the Fulneſs of time, was ſent into the 
World, in the Nature of Man ; that as the 
Son of Man he might ſuffer and die ; as 
the Son of God, might conquer Death, 
and give that Value to his ſufferings, which 
might make them a Compleat ſatisfa&tion 
ro Divine Juſtice. 

And that he took upon him the Humane 
Nature, and in the Nature he afſumed, re» 
maining ſtill the ſame Perſon, came into 
the World a True Man (which is the com- 
mon 
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mon Notion of the Word fleſh, in the Lan- 
guage of the Hebrews, and that in which 
it is alwaies uſed when applyed to the Son 
of God) we need no other proof, than his 
Own words to the Jews; Now (ſaith he) 


Ye ſeek to Kill me, a man that hath told you the John viii. 49. 


Truth. Nor doth he only enticle Himlelf, 
Man, but more frequently the Son of Man, 
which ſhews him to have been of Humane 
Extraction, and by neceſſary conſequence 
of the ſame Nature. If we delire to know 
his Pedigree, we need look no further than 
the Goſpel of St. Luke, who hath deriv'd 
it as far backward, as from the common 
Father of Mankind. And becauſe God had 


promiſed to Abraham, that in his ſeed all the Gen. xxii. 18. 


Nations of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed ; in corre- 
ſpondence to this Promiſe, among all the 
Sons of Adam, he might have made choice 


of, he took the ſeed of Abraham. And ag Heb i 15. 
God afterward fare with an Oath unto David, ,s. ;;. ;., 


that of the fruit of his leins, he would raiſe up 
Chriſt to ſit on his Throne ; ſo we are aſſured, 


that he Was made of the ſeed of David according Rom. 1. 3; 


to the fleſh; and the Evangeliſts tell us in 
particular, what Daughter of the Houſe of 
David 


Heb, vit. 3- 
Heb. 1. 14- 
Philip. 11. 7+ 


T'S.I 
David it was, who was fo highly favoured 
by God, as to be made his Mother. 

Bur had he as Melchiſedech, been repreſen- 
ted in Holy Scripture, as without Father 
and without Mother too ; yet whocan call 
in queſtion the Truth of his Humanity, 
who conſiders, that he had a Bedy of the 
ſame ſubſtance with our Own ? For be- 
cauſe the Children were partakers of fleſh and 
blood, he alſo himſelf took part of the ſame (as 
the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
tells us) the Reality of which, his Adver- 
ſaries were ſufhciently confident of, who 
made long Furrows upon his back, and 
pierced his hands and his feet ; And that his 
Body was animated by a Soul, that demon- 
ſtrated it ſelf tro be truly Humane, by all 
thoſe Acts and Faculties ; that are the inſe- 
parable Properties of ſuch a Soul. 

In brief : ſo wonderful was the Father's 
Love, and the Sons condeſcenfion; that he 
became not only a Man ; but in the com- 
mon account of the World, a man of the 
meanelt Birth and Quality, (for the Family 
of David was then obſcur-) He made him- 
ſelf of no Reputation, leſſened himſelfinto 
the 


(9) 
the form of a Servant ; and therefore might 
truly call himſelf the Sor of Man, as that 
expreflion among the Hebrews, peculiarly 
ſignifyed, a Man of low Degree, that hath 
nothing in outward appearance that may 
command eſteem; but is barely a Man, 
and no more. He was made fleſh in the 
more humble ſenſe of the word, as it is put 
for weakneſs and Frailty, for that which is 
vile and contemptible ; being made ſubject 
to thoſe abaſing, finlefs Infirmities, ro which 
the moſt deſpicable of the Sons of men are. 
As will be manifeſt in ſpeaking to the next 
Propolition. 


HI. That God ſent his Son into the World in 
the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh; in the Shew and 
Appearance of a Sinner. And that upon 
theſe three Accounts; eſpecial 

1. Becauſe he ſent him Subject to all the 
ſame Narural Infirmities, that Sinners are. 
[ ſay Natural , on purpoſe to diſtinguiſh 
them from ſuch as are Perſonal ; forthough 
he did not take upon himſelf thoſe Infirmi- 
ties, by which one man differs from ano- 


ther ; yet he became obnoxious to all thoſe, 
' #> that 


[I]. 


Galat, IV. 4- 
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that adhere to the Humane Nature, and fo 
arecommon to the whole Race of Mankind. 
Whether they be ſuch, as follow the Nature 
of a frail mortal Body ; as Hunger, Thirſt, 
Wearineſs; Pain, yea, Death it ſelf; or 
ſuch as attend the Souls of other Men; 
as Sorrow, Fear, Amazement. So great, 
ſo many, ſo continual were his ſorrows, 
that the Prophet calls him, a man of ſorrows, 
and acquainted with griefs. Now although 
theſe Infirmities are not in themlelyes ſins, 
and therefore the Son of God took upon 
him a Humane Nature ſubje&t to them ; 
yet becauſe moſt of thoſe before mentio- 
ned, are in all other Men the Fruits and 
Puniſhments of fin ; therefore by ſubmitr- 
ting to them, he took upon himſelf the Li- 
very of a Sinner. 

2. Becauſe God ſent him into the World 
under the Law. When the fulneſs of time was 
come (ſaith the Apoſtle) God ſent forth his 
Son made of a Woman, made under the Law. 
That he was under the Law as to its Curſe, 
and ſuffered the Penalty due to a Sinner, 
will afterward appear. That which I now 
intend is, that he was made ſubject to the 
Comes 
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Commands; not of the Moral only, but of 
the Ceremonial Law, which ſuppoſed fin 
in thoſe who were obliged to the Obſerya- 
tion of them. He was Circumciſed the 
Eighth day, which was the reputed Badge 
of a Sinner, as ſuppoſing ſome Impurities of 
the fleſh that were to be cut off. Tho' 
he was the Lamb of God that took away the ſins john i. 29. 
of the World ; Yer he eat the Paſchal Lamb 
rogether with his Diſciples ; as it he him- 
ſelf had ſtood in need of an Expiatory Sacri- 
fice. Thus by ſubmitting to ſuch Rites, as 
imply'd fin in the Obſervers of them ; he 
ſeem'd to be of the ſame ſinful mould and 
Conſticution with other Men. Bur 
3. And eſpecially, God ſent him #n the 
likeneſs of ſinful fleſh ; becauſe he ſent him to 
be Treated as a Sinner. He made him to be Cor. v. 21. 
fin for us ; to be reckoned, and dealt with, 
as one guilty of the blackeſt Enormities. 
He was accuſed of the Higheſt Impietiesto- 
wards God, of the Grofleſt Injuſtice roward 
Men, of the fouleſt Intemperance in reſpect 
of Himſelf. So Monſtrous a ſinner was he 
deem'd, by thole who were the Legal 
Judges in ſuch Caſes, that a Robber and a 
C 2 Mur- 


Ka. lin. 12, 


Att. 2. 23+ 
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Maurderer when compared with Him, were 
reputed Innocent. He was accordingly 
condemned to Death, by the ſentence of 
the Supream Magiſtrate ; and to ſuch a 
Death, as none bur the very ſcum and Re- 
proach of Mankind were ever put to. 
And yet as it that Opprobrious Death, had 
been too little to repreſent trocheWorld, how 
vile a Maletator they thought him, to 
aggravate theſhame and Torment of it they 
added all manner of Indignities, by which 
they were able to expreſs, their urmoſt 
Scorn and Deteſtation of him. 

Thus the Son of God, (as was long be- 
fore prophelied) was numbred with the Tranſ- 
greſſors ; was treated as an infamous Perſon 
while he lived; and as ſuch was cut off 
from the Land of the. Living. And all this 
was done by the determinate Counſel and fore- 
knowledge of God (as St. Peter tells us.) And 
we cannot eaſily imagine, how God could 
contrive more Effe&tually, to fet forth his 
Son in the ugly Dreſs of a ſinner, than by 
expoling him to all the moſt abhorr'd and 
Reproachftul uſages, that the worſt of fin- 


ners are eyer expos'd to. 
But 


=, & WS 
Burt tho' in thefe ReſpeRs, he® was like to 
ſinful fleſh; yer he was only Like, ' and not 
indeed fuch : bur perte&tly Innocent, and 
perfe&tly Righteous : As is evident by Scrips 
ture, and by Reafontos. | | 
1. By Scriprare;;' which” teſtifies; that ht r John ii. 5, 
him Was no fin ; - but that he was holy, harm- gev. vs. 25. 
leſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from ſinners, And 
therefore when it ſpeaks of his Univerfat 
likeneſs to us, - 'tis with this Lymfation; - He wo. is. 15, 
was in all points tempted like unto as,” yet withont 
Sin. | 
He- could derive no ftait' from Adan,-be- 
catiſe he was Miraculoufly conceived'ot-a 
Virgin, by the overſhadowing'of che Holy ,,,. .. ... 
Ghoſt : And therefore the Angel Gabriel, to | 
henife the-immaculate Purity of his Hu- 
mane Nacture, calls him, That Holy thmg, 
by way of efninency. 
Nor was he only exempt from that Pol- 
lution, - which neceſlarily deſcends to all 
other men by Natural Generation ; but he 
never contracted any himſelf, Whereas 
there is nothing, in which Perſons are more 
apt to fin, than in ſpeech; and therefore 
St. James tells us, That if any man offend not jan. ij «: 
C } m 


x Pet. 11. 22, 


Joh. xiv. 30. 
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in Word; the ſame is a perfef Man ; he never 
offended this way ; for there was no guile 
found in his Mouth ; Which the Apoſtle men- 
tions in particular, to vindicate his Innocen- 
cy, from the malicious Calumnies of the 
ews; who accuſed and condemned him, 
as a falſe Prophet, and a Blaſphemer. 
Andno wonder, that no fin ever procee- 
ded out of his Mouth ; ſince none ever 
enter'd into his Heart. For when the Prince 


of this World came to him, be found nothing in 


Heb. vi1.26,27. 


him. Not ſo much as an evil Thought, to 
take part with any of his Temptations. This 
his unſpotted Purity, was foretold by the 
Prophets long, before ; and repreſented by 
thoſe Sacrifices that were Types of him. 

And great Reaſon there wasin the ſecond 
place ; That he ſhould be abſolutely free 
from fin. For had he not been a Lamb 
without Blemiſh, he had not been fit for a 
Sacrifice. Had he had ſin Himſelf, he had 
not been in a capacity of making ſatisfa&tion 
for the fins of others: And therefore the 
Apoſtle tells us, that it became us ; *rwas not 
only meet, but neceſſary ; that we ſhould have 
an High Prieſt, who needed not to offer Sacrifi- 


ces, 
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ces, firſt for his own ſins; for had he needed 
that, he could not have offered a meritori- 
ous Sacrifice for Ours. That therefore he 
might be qualified, to make ſuch a Sacrifice 
tor us, that might be a ſweet ſmelling ſavour ; 
*rwas needful, that he Himſelf ſhould be 
Holy, and without Blemiſh. 

And yet there was great Reaſon, why 
(though perfectly pure | ua {1n) he ſhould 
be ſent into the World, in the Likeneſs of a 
Sinner. And that 

1. That he might by his own Example, 
more powerfully teach us, to deny our 
Credit, when it ſtands in Competition with 
our Duty ; to be content to be teputed vile 
perſons, rather than make our ſelves really 
ſuch. This is a piece of ſelf-denyal, in 
which Good men do commonly meet with 
the greateſt Difficulty : For the more inge« 
nuous any Perſons are,at ſo much the higher 
rate do they value-their good Name; and 
therefore are never in greater danger of 
being drawn to the Commiſſion of fin, than 
when they ſhall be looked upon as Sinners, 
for not committing it. That therefore we 
might be. the better fortified againſt this 
dange- 


20, 22» 
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dangerous Temptation, God was pleaſed 
to ſend his own Son into the World, to be 
treated as a {inner ; that looking . to: Rim, 
the Captain of our Salvation, we may fol- 
low him with an Undaunted Courage and 
Reſolution, through Honour and Diſhonour ; 
through Evil Report, and good Report. That 
we may be willing to Sacrifice, not only 
our Lives ; but (which is more) our Re- 
putation too, rather than.do any thing mil- 
becoming our Holy Profeſſion, This is 
that to which St. Peter tells us, we are cal- 
led by God, and that upon this very Ac- 


1 Pet.ii. 19,20, COUNT ? becauſe Chriſt. alſo bath ſuffered for us, 


leaving us an Example, that we ſhould follow bis 
ſteps. And this is no more, than what the 
Primitive Chriſtians, had daily Trials of ; 
and which animared by ſo great an Exam- 
ple, they moſt cheerfully:endur'd. 

2. That he might che more Eftectually 
recommend to our Aﬀection and Practiſe, 
all other the moſt excellent Chriſtian Gra- 
ces : {uch as Charity, Humility, "Meeknels, 
Obedience to our Governours, intire {ubmiſ- 
l10n to the Divine Will, in ſuffering, as 
well as doing : All which were molt live- 


ly 
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ly expreſſed, and moſt powerfully recom- 
mended to our Imitation, by his coming in- 
to the World, and Living and Dying, 
the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh. . 

And what can be of greater force , for 
the begetting and promoting the ſame in 
our ſelves? How can he be Proud, who 
ſers before his Eyes, the Unparallel Humi- 
lity of the Lord of Glory ? How can he 
fret and fume at every little negle& ; who 
conſiders his immoyeable Patience, under 
the moſt Contumelious and Deſpightful 
uſage ? How can hedeſpiſe Dominions, and 
ſpeak evil of Dignities ; who remembers, 
that he was Dumb, and opened not his 
Mouth, when the moſt unjuſt ſentence was 
pronounced againſt him ? But 

3. And eſpecially God ſent him into the 
World in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh ; becauſe he 
ſent him to be pur into the place and room 
- of ſinners; to make full Carisfaction for their 
Offences, by ſuffering the ſhame, as well 
as the Pain, that was due to them ; which 
leads to the fourth Propoſition. 


D That 
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IV. IV. That God ſent his own Son into the 
World, in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, to be a Sa- 

crifice for Sin. Tho” this was not the only, 

yer it was one prime end for which he ſent 

him ; and therefore it was is no morethan 

what was expedient, that he ſhould be rep- 
"reſented to the World, in the quality of a 

Sinner. 

That his Father gave it him in charge to 

lay down his Life for us, we learn from 

jonx. 1718 his own Mouth ; for therefore, ſaith he,doth my 
Father love me, becauſe I lay down my life, that 1 

might take it again : this Commandment have 1 

received from my Father. So much was this in 

the Fathers deſign, that long before he ſent 

him, he plainly ſignified by his Holy Pro- 

phets, that he ſhould not only fuffer and 

die ; but that in his Death,his Soul ſhould be 

ile. 18. 1% made an Offering for fin. Yea no ſooner was 
man become a Sinner, but he gave intima- 

tion of it, in the Promiſe to Adam; and in 

thoſe bloody Sacrifices, which by his own 
Inſtitution, were offered: by Sinners, and 

accepted by Himlfelt in their room. 

In humble Obedience to this Command 
which his Father gave him, and in corre- 
ſpondence 
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ſpondence to thele PrediQtions ; he volun- 

rarily offered himſelf co'a violent and cruel 

death : For knowing all things that ſhould come jgyn wii, 4 
upon him, he went to the place, whither a 

band of Souldiers and Officers, were ſent 

to apprehend him ; and after he had giyen 

them to underſtand how eaſily he could bat- 

fle all their attempts, in caſe he had a mind 

to reſiſt them (by ftriking them down to 

the ground with a word of his mouth) he 

gave himſelf up into their hands; who 
torthwith led him away bound to thoſe, 

whoſe Malice he knew was ſo implacable, 

that ic would be fatisfyed with nothing leſs 

than his Blood ; and by their inſtigation he 

was condemn'd to Death (after the Judge 

had again and again acquitted him) and by 

wicked hands was crucifed and ſlain. And 

that he might exactly anſwer thoſe Sacrifi- 

ces under the Law, by which his was moſt 
eminently prefigur'd ; he not only pour'd 

out his Soul unto Death, bur he alfo ſuffer'd 

withour the gate of the City : like as the nes. xiv. ir, 
bodies of thoſe Beaſts, whoſe blood was brought '* 

by the High Prieſt into the Sanfiuary, were burnt 

Without the Camp. 


D 2 Thus 
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Thus he freely gave himſelf an Offering 
and a Sacrifice to God. And that hegave 
himſelf for us, to make expiation for our 
Guilcs, we are as infallibly affur'd by the 
word of Truth ; which exprelly affirms : 

Rom. iv. 23- That he was delivered for Our offences ; that 
Ie, bi. 5 be was wonnded for our Tranſgreſſions, was brui- 
ſed for our Iniquities ; that the chaſtiſement of our 
Peace was upon him, that by his ſtripes we might 
Galat. iii. 13. be healed : That be bath redeemed us from the 
curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe for us : 
Eph. i. 9 That we have Redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveneſs of ſms. In which words, we 
have not only the perſons for whom he dy- 
ed, but one bleſſed fruit of his meritorious 
Sacrifice, in all thoſe who truly repent, 
and turn from their Iniquities, viz; the for- 
Keb.ix-13,14- BIVEneſs of fins : For if the blood of Bulls, and 
of Goats, and the aſhes of an Heifer, ſprinkling 
the unclean, ſanfified to the purifymg of the fle ſh; 
how much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, who 
through the Eternal Spirit, offer” d himſelf without 
ſpot to God, purge our Conſciences from dead 
Works * 
This (I fay) is one fruit of his Sacrifice, 
1 Pet. ©. 24 for this is not all, He bare our fins mhis own 


body 
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body upon the Tree, to the end that we being dead 
unto Sm, might live unto God, He therefore 
died for our Sins, that we might die to 
them. Our deliverance from the Puniſh- 
ment of fin, was deſign'd by God, in or- 
der to our deliverance from the Power of 
it ; that fin might no longer reign in our 
mortal Body, that we ſhould obey it inthe 
Luſts thereof; but that being made free from 
ſin, we might become the Servants of Righ- 
teouſneſs: This was that which God prin- 
cipally aimed at, and at the other only as a 
Motive to it. Which brings me to the laſt 
thing obſervable in the words. 


V. That God by ſending his own Son into the 
World, in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, to be a Sa- 
crifice for ſin, bath taken the moſt effeftual courſe 
for the Deſtruttion of ſin m us. For the puri- 
tying of our Hearts, and reforming our 
Lives ; that we may not live the reſt of our 
time in the fleſh, to the Luſts of Men, bur 
to the Will of God. 

When the higheſt Attainments of the 
Heathen Moraliſts, were to this purpole fo 
unayailable, that their own Precepts were 
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a conſtant reproach to their PraCtiſe ; When 
the Law of Moſes was ſo weak and un- 
profitable, that the preciſe Pharilee , 
( notwithſtanding his Zeal for the ob- 
ſervance of it) was as great a ſlave to the - 
ſins of the Spirit, as the prophane Publican 
was to thoſe of the Fleſh ; When all thoſe 
Purgatives of Humane Nature, which the 
wiſeſt men both of the Jewiſh and Gentile 
World, did moſt admire and applaud, were 
of ſo little force to the end for which they 
were preſcribed; that the whole World 
was overgrown with wickedneſs : For the 
Mortification of fin, when all other ways 
proved ſo ineffectual, that it daily improy'd 
under them ; God ac length ſent his only 
Son into the World, to die upon a Crols 
for it : Which however it is to the Jews a ſtum- 
bling block, and was at the firſt, to the Greeks, 
fookiſhmeſs ; Yet to them that are call d, (who 
heartily believe it) both Jews and Greeks, *tis 
the Power of God, and the wiſdom of God : The 
Power of God unto Salvation ; unto that great 
Salvation, which God primarily efien'd 
for us; the ſaving us from fin ; The wiſdom of 
God; It being incomparably above all other 
the 
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the moſt advantagious courſe, that the wil- 
dom of God ever contriv'd for the aboliſh- 
ing of it : Both as it affords the moſt pows- 
ertul Motives, to quicken our endeavours 
roit; andasit gives us the moſt powerful 
Aſſiſtance, by which we may be enabled 
to effe&t it. It affords the molt powerful 
Motives to excite ourendeayours to it. 

1. Asitis a molt palpable demonſtrati- 
on of God's infinite Abhorrency of fin, of 
his implacable VVrath and inexorable ſe- 
verity againſt it, and of that intolerable 
Damnation, thart all thoſe will unavoidably 
incur, who ſhall notwithſtanding perſeyere 
in the practiſe of it. 

God had before taught Mankind by mas 
ny ſenſtble Experiments, that f1n was an evil, 
and a bitter thmg : But never was his wrath 
ſo dreadfully reveal'd from Heaven againſt 
it, as in delivering up his own Son, to be 
an expiatory Sacrifice for it. The Deſtru- 
ion of a VVorld at once (eight perſons 
only excepted) was in compariſon but a 
flight expreſſion of his vengeance : For b 
how much more valuable, the fingle Life 
of his beloved Son was, than that of the 
whole 
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whole V Vorld of Sinners, by ſo much the 
more in his Death, did the Indignation of 
God againſt fin appear. The deſtroying 
of Sodom and Gomorrah by a Fire as ſtrange 
as their Luſts ; what was it, to the flaming 
out of his wrath againſt him, who was as 
dear to him as himſelf ? For the greater the 
Love of God was to him, ſo much the 
more was his Hatred of {in thereby decla- 
red. Should we aſcend as high as Heaven, 
or deſcend as low as Hell; neither the 
Angels thrown down from above, nor the 
diſmal Groans of the Souls beneath, can 
ſo loudly proclaim God's deteſtation of fin, 
as the ſtrong cryes and tears, the bloody ſweat and 
agony of his Son did. No Parallel can be 
found for it, no Example that falls not as 
far below ir, as the Creature below the 
Creator. 

And ſince God was ſo ſevere in his In- 
fictions upon his only Son, can we ima- 
gine that he will ſpare us, if in contempt 
and dehance of his Juſtice, we ſhall ſtill 
harden our ſelves in Rebellion againſt him ? 
If he ſo dreadfully vindicated the Honour 


and Authority of his Laws, on him who 
had 
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had never tranſgreſs'd the leaſt of them 
Himſelf, but out of his immenſe Charity 
only interpos'd for thoſe that had ; Can 
any man be ſo lottiſh, as to flatter himſelf 
with hopes of [mpunity, incaſe he ſtill con- 
rinnes in the wilful Violation of them 2? 

For tho *tis true, Chriſt gave himſelf a 
Ranſom for all men, the moſt daring fin- 
ner in the World not excepted ; Yet 'twas 
upon condition only of their ſincere Repen- 
rance, that they were to receive the bene- 
fits of his Ranſom : None ſhall ever be 
made Partakers of the Bleſſed Fruits of his 
Croſs (the Pardon of their fins and Recon- 
ciliation with God) who do not themſelves 
_ the fleſh with its affetions and luſts : For 
thoſe who ſtill cheriſh them, and make Pro- 
viſion for them, nothing remains, but a cer- 


tain fearful looking for of Judgment ,and fiery Indige 


nation to devour them.For if the word ſpoken by An- web. i. 2, 3 


gels was ſtedfaſt, and every tranſgreſſion and 
diſobedience recerv'd a juſt recompence of reward ; 
how ſhall we eſcape, if we deſpiſe ſo great Salvas 
tion ? There is no poſſibility of their eſcape 
from the Damnation of Hell in the other 
World, who refuſe to be delivered from 

E their 
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their ſins in this World. And who can dwell 
with devouring Fire > Who can dwell with Ever- 
laſting burnings ? *Tis a fearful thing to fall 
incothe hands of a Revenging God, whoſe 
Power is equal to his Juſtice, and who lives 
for ever to take Vengeance ; 'Twas ever a 
fearful thing, but "twill be now more, 
eſpecially ſo ro thoſe who cleave to their 
ſins, after God hath ſo fully diſcovered 
how intolerably odious they are to him. 
This will be their Condemaation, (their 
Condemnation with a Witneſs) that they 
ſtill perſiſt in their fins, notwithſtanding 
God hath ſo plainly made known, how 
infinitely dear they {hall paytor them. 
Nor is the Conſideration of Chriſt's 
Death, as a Sacrifice for fin, more power- 
ful rodrive and affright us from it, as ris 
the moſt -evident Demonſtration of God's 
unappeaſable Wrath agaiaft (in ; than 'ris 
to attraCt and allure-us to Holineſs. As 'ris 
2. An unparallel Expreſſion of his Love 
and kindneſs to finners; of his exceeding 
readineſs to pardon them upon their fincere 
Repentance ; and to make them everlaſt- 
ingly happy. 
It 
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It would have argu'd great Clemency 
in the Sovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
had he butgiven us leave to have petition'd 
him for Mercy. Burt though he reſolv'd to 
prevent us by his Grace, and while we were 
yet {1nners and obnoxious to his Vengeance, 
ro make offers of Reconciliation to us ; had 
it not been enough to thave ſent them, by 
one of the meaneſlt of thoſe miniſtring Sp1- 
rits, that continually attend upon him ? 
Bur if he would love us ſo much, who fo 
much deſery'd his Hatred, as to ſend his 
only Son our of his own boſom to us ; Who 
could have imagin'd, but he would have 
ſent him aray'd with Light, ſhining with 
ſuch amazing Glory and/ajeſty, as might 
have given the Workd to underſtand the ſu- 
pereminent Dignity: of | his Perſon : Bur to 
ſend him in Fleſh, and which is yet more 
vile in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, 'that in that 
odious diſguiſe he might deliver him up to 
the moſt accuried Death, to purchale a par- 
don for us Miſcreants with his own moſt 
precious Blood. What manner of Love was 
this 2 Well might St, John ſay, Herem is 
Love. You will lay perhaps,and in what not? 

E 2 Since 


1 Joh. vv. 1 


John JH. 16. 


Rom. 111. 26» 


x John 1. 9. 


Ia. Iv. 7. 
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Since the love of God is plainly legible in 


all his works. 


True, but berem is love (o 


tranſcendent, that all the love ſhew'd to 
Mankind in the works of Creation, and 
common Providence deſerves not to be na- 


med, when compared with it. 


Even our 


Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, as if unable to ex- 
preſs it, ſpeaks of it with admiration. So 
God loved the World !-So inexpreſlibly, fo 
inconceivably. 


And isit 


poſible, after ſuch a tu 


dous 


Teſtimony of God's love to ſinners; -that 
the greateſt ſinner in the VVorld ſhould ſo 


much as queſtion his readineſs to pardon 


him , 


upon his ſincere Repentance ? 


Has God given his only Son to die for us, 
tothe end that he may be juſt, and yet the 
Juſtifyer of him that beheveth mn Jeſus > And now 
that all thedemands of his Juſtice are fully 
fatisfyed, ſhall he not much more give us 
a Pardon 2 What can hinder 2 When even 
roms it ſelf is now become an Adyocate 

or ſinners, and pleads for Mercy. And 
therefore St. Jobn ſaith, if we confeſs our ſins, 
not that he is merciful, but be is juſt to forgive 


us our fins. Let therefore the Wicked forſake 


by 
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his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; 
and let bim return unto the Lord, and be will have 


mercy upoa bim, and to our God, for be will abun- 


dantly pardon, Tho* bis fins be as ſcarlet, they 1%. i. 18. 


ſhall be as white as ſnow ; tho' they be red like crim- 
ſon, they ſhall be 4s wool. 

And can there be a more potent Motive 
to Repentance ? Unleſs it be that God will 
not barely pardon, but for the redundant 
Merit of this all-ſuffcient Sacrifice, will al- 
ſo advance usto a more glorious and happy 
ſate, than that which by ſin we loſt. Whar 
Rebel would not relent and return to Loy- 
alty ; were he unqueſtionably aſſur'd that 
his Prince would be fo far from puniſhing 
him, that he would on the contrary pro- 
mote him to the higheſt Honours ? Such an 
aſlurance has God given toall truly penis 
tent Sinners ; that he will not only be mer- 
y ak to their unrighteo uſneſs, and remember their 

s and iniquities no more ; but will take them 
into his boſom, treat them as his Fayou- 
rites ; Yea, make them Co-heirs together 
with his Son, of his own eyerlaiting King- 
dom and Glory. : 


E 3 And 
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And can the, moſt reſolute ſinner in the 
World be ſo obſtinate, as not to be over- 
come, and yield himſelf a Captive to ſuch 
Love ? And if we are once brought under 
the Power of Divine Love ; this alone 
will raiſe and unite all the Forces of our 
Souls againſt our ſins, and make us cry our 
with as much vehemency againſt chem, as 
the Jews did againſt our Saviour , Crucifie 
them, Crucifie them ; Ler not one of them 
eſcape alive, and let. thoſe above all the 
reſt be put to a reproachful Death, that we 
have formerly been "moſt enchanted and 
led Caprive by. - 

If beſides theſe: mighty Motives, (which 
one would think were ſufficient, to give 
ſtrength to the weakelt;; 'and to raiſe them 
to the Life of God, who are quite dead 
in Sins and Treſpaſſes) any thing further 
can be needful to this purpoſe. Conſider, 

3. That God (as the Purchaſe. of this 
meritorious Sacrifice) hath alſo ſent his 
Holy Spiric to aflift our Endeavouts ; to 
raiſe and renew our Faculties, and to 
ſtrengthen us with - that might in the inner 
man, by which we may be enabled to get 
the 
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the Victory over our ſtrongeſt and moſt 
imperious inordinate Luſts : For certainly 
the moſt domineering and prevailing fin, 
hath not gotten ſuch abſolure Dominion 
over us, but by the afliſtance of this Al- 
mighty Spirit, we may be ſet free from the | 
Bondage of it. 

We can ſcarce imagine any perſons more 
under the Power of vile Aﬀections, than 
thoſe ſpoken of, 1 Corinth. vi. 9, 10. AnJ 
yet how deeply ſoever they were ſunk into” 
the Mire, the Apoſtle tells us, v. 11. that 
they were waſhed, that they were ſanfifyed, 
that they were juſtifyed, in the name of the Lord 
Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God. In the 
early ages of the Goſpel, ſo common, and 
ſo apparent were the Effefts of the Divine 
Graces, in reforming the moſt outrageouſly 
vicious perſons, that they were matter of 
great Boaſting and Triumph to the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians. 

And God be thanked, our own Age is 
not deſtitute of ſome famous Inſtances of 
this Nature : And that we meet not with 
many more; tis not to beimputed to Gods 
backwardneſs to give ; but to our unwil- 


lingneſs 
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lingneſs to receive his Holy Spirit ; and t6 
that Rude and Churliſh entertainment we 
give him, when he makes his viſits to us. 
Did we bur readily comply with his Moti- 
ons, and yield our ſelves up to be led by 
them ; we ſhould ſoon find it not only pol- 
ſible, but eaſte ; Yea, the moſt pleaſant 
and delightful -ching in the World, to deny 
all Ungodlmeſs, and Worldly Luſts, and to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly im this preſent 
World : Looking for the bleſſed Hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God, and our Sas 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that 
be might redeem us from all iniquity, and purifie 
to bimſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works, 


